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Remarks 

Claims 1-12 were pending in the application. Claims 1-4, 6, 
8, 11, and 12 were rejected. Claims 5, 7, 9, and 10 were merely 
objected to, and no claims were allowed. By the foregoing 
amendment, no claims are canceled, claims 1, 6, 8, and 10 are 
amended, and claims 13-22 are added. No new matter is presented. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant appreciates the indication of allowable subject 
matter in claims 5, 7, 9, and 10. These claims have been 
represented in independent form as new claims 15-18. New 
independent claim 19 is supported by claim 9, more broadly 
characterizing their properties and interaction. New independent 
claim 2 0 and its dependent claim 21 identify the cooperation of 
the seal first portion within a channel in the damper member 
(e.g., as supported at the ends of paragraphs 0023 and 0028). 

Claim Rejections-35 U.S.C. 102 

Claims 1-3, 6, 8, 11, and 12 were rejected as being 
anticipated by Gonsor et al . (U.S. Patent No. 5827047). Applicant 
respectfully traverses the rejection. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 11, and 12 were rejected as being 
anticipated by Barcza (U.S. Patent No. 5513955) . Applicant 
respectfully traverses the rejection. 

Claim 1 has been amended to identify "the first and second 
damping surfaces angled relative to each other so as to provide a 
wedging engagement between the first and second blades" for which 
support is found in the second and third sentences of paragraph 
0026 of the as-filed application. Neither reference discloses 
this. See, e.g., FIG. 1 of Gonsor et al . and FIG 3 of Barcza. New 
claims 13 and 14 further refine the first and second damping 
surfaces and are supported by the second sentence of paragraph 
0025 and the third sentence of paragraph 0026. 

New claim 22 represents former claim 4 but identifies a 
longitudinal extent not disclosed by Barcza. This is supported by 
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the fourth and fifth sentences of paragraph 0026. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that claims 1-22 are in 
condition for allowance. Please charge any fees or deficiency or 
credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account of record. 

Respectfully siAbmitted, 



Will ram B. Slate 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. : 37, 238 

Telephone: 2 03-777-662 8 
Telefax: 2 03-865-0297 

Date: January 24, 2005 
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